Comfort in

Seat designs to meet venue needs

Sports facilities

call for a variety of
seating types. From
the cheaper seats

to their corporate

cousins, versatile
designs can do much
to increase spectator
satisfaction and save
on maintenance costs

Aurelio Ferreira, DEMZ, Poriuga
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tadiums are places of shared

enicrramment and emotions.

When people attend a sports

event, they want to be able o

fiscus their atrention and enjoy
whit is poing m comiort, Those respansi-
ble for organising sports events around the
wotld are aware of this and are increasing
their efforts to incorporate high levels of
commbort into stadia.

Organisanons such as FIFA and
UEFA, the world and European football
governing bodies respectively, have long
recommmnended thar stadia are designed in
this way to enhance the game day experi-
ence for fans. Stadium managers aiming 1o
achieve capacity for their venues recognise
that it will boost the lovalty of support for
their tenant team(s) and also keep therr
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Comfort zone

Perhaps the most important aspect of com-
fort in a stadium is the seating, Spectator
enjovment can be affecred by whether fans
are '\.I,':il‘!q,l.'”'l:.:!' or S1ITCIng 1nan .'III.:-"-LL'.'I:L'T sta
dium, The installation of the right type of
seaning can also make all che difference.

‘Cold” looking, grey concrete benches can

impact on the atmosphere bur seating thar
has “warmth” and colour s more likely 1
encourage fans to return.

The challenge of providing good st
dium seating has been taken up by DEMZ,
a Pormuguese company. Based in Marinha
Grande, one of the biggest tool-making
centees in the world, and catering for cus-
omers from as faraficld as the UK,
Sweden, lsrael and Brazil, it s mamly
concerned with the engineering and

development of seating moulds.



The seats are designed using a 3D
design system, with adjustments being
made during engineering and production.
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company is based on the advice and rec-
ommendanons of sports authorities such
as FIFA and UEFA. The development of
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with five different sectors in ming:

» Specrarors - high quality sports events
can only exist if they are to atteact large »
audiences, investors and sponsors, The
sports audience is fundamental to the
concept of ergonomic seatiys;

* Stadia owners — the enties who own
sporrs facilivies demand searing to suit
the needs of the sport. Sears must be
both aestherically pleasing to the venue
and alse funcrional in terms of the com-
fore facror, durability and Aexibility to
prevent cracking of the plastce due to
changes in weather condinons. Mean
while, if a supporter manages w tear
(Ut A seat, the possibility of injury o
someone else from that sear muse also .
be reduced. They must be designed to
minimise the risk of them being broken
intey picces and vsed as weapons.
Rescarch for the bese plasric marerial

Sporting Lisban FC has benefitad from seating
that enhances comiont and sightiines

has been carried our berween the com
pany and various European plastics
suppliers aimed at lowering the mainte
nance ¢osts for stadinm management
for replacing scats after evenes, The
resulr is a sear with a triple point
maunting o the concrere thar can make
it difficult for supporters o vandalise
the stadium and also allows seats to be
easily replaced should they fail;
Sports organisers — the Olympic
Games or the World Cup are the
biggest events in the world, wich mil-
lions of viewers world-wide. For these
events, it s important thar nothing
goes wrong and thar they are staged
under the best conditions in stadiums
or arenas. The success of the event
often depends on the quality of the
venug in which security is also kev,
Any seats in these venues should be
installed with spectator safety in mind,
the goal being to aid, rarher than
impede, evacuation times;

Designers and archirects — designers and
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seating as it acts as the “face” of the
sradium. It can be one of the most dis-

nrchive areas of a venue lrom a |1UR_‘|:L'

The 3D-designed ssating stles conform to
FirA amd LERA neguianions and mest the
needs of speciators, stadia owners, spors
Qrganisers and-anchifecs

aesthetic point of view. The company
works in conjunction with designers and
architects to make sure that the aesther
1cs are considered alongside the satery
and comfort factors when a new seat is
developed, When the design calls for a
specific type of sear; DEM2 can carry
out every operaton from the inioal 30
designs to moulding and construction.
Such co-operation has led w the creation
aof the Mondego tip-up seat.,

e Media -
the stadium who see the sears bur also

it 15 not just the spectators in

TV viewers watching from their homes
around the world. The media endeav-
ours o create a good show and the
colour and design of seats can enhance,
rather than detract, from the TV spec-
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Versatile seat designs

The seats provided by DEM2 are suitable

for use in a variety of sports facilities -

“Seating acts as the
‘face’ of the stadium.
It can be one of
the most distinctive
areas of a venue
from a purely
aesthetic point
of view"
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The instatation-of the rght fpe of
saxting can make 3l the aifarence:
It can prowde warmih ang colour
Ty any vere, Doasting the
atmosphere and encowaging

fans ta refum fime and again

from football and rughy stadiums to ath-
leric venues and rennis facilines. Numerous
different styles of sears arve used by venues
all around the world, chosen because they
meer each venue’s specific needs:

In Ancwerp’s Olympic Stadm in Belgiom
and the Teddy Stadium in Israel, the company’s
monobloc, floor-fixed, tp-up stvle sear is used,
Oine of the most widely used seats in Europe,
it fearures a backresr and is designed o allow
water 1o deain from the sear.

DEMY's hest-known seat is called Tejo,
This features a 33cm backrest, double-
walled back that is totally closed. Based on
sound ergonomics, it has a miple point fix-
ing and has been installed at sports venues
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throughout Burope. Sado, meanwhile, isa

np-up sear featunng an anatomical design.
It is very extremiely versatile — fixed on the
floor or on a riser, with or without arm-
rests, in plasticonly or upholstered i vinyl
or fabric. This design includes a rounded
seat shape to aid comfort,

Tip-up seats such as the Sado are well
suited for restricted-space venues and can
ease the evacnation of spectarars should
the need arise.

An example of this particular sear can be
seen in Boavista FO's new Bessa Stadium in
Portugal, one of the venues for the Eure

2004 football championships. The stadium is

very sinular in style to Brivish foorball stadi-
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uims, with the crowd in close proximity
the pitch, while the steep incline of the stands
is-well-suited to the np-up scat sevle,

Thee Sado design'installed ar this venue
can also bemodified so that it can be used as
both a basic seat for spectators with an uphaol-
stered version with an armerest for corporate
boxes and Tuxury suites. The Mondego seat,
meanwhile, is initially designed as a mezallic
structure using round instead of square or
metallic tubing to give a stightly more elegant
appearance. The company is working along-
side the Furo 2004 orgamsers to provide
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add o the fan experience of this foothalling
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